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C om petitive Bidding 
is subject of 
exchange of letters

On July 18, AOLS president J. D. Dear- 
den wrote to the then Minister of Hous­
ing, Hon. Sidney Handleman, as follows:

“ It has recently been brought to the 
attention of the Council of Management 
of the Association of Ontario Land Sur­
veyors that the Ontario Housing Corpor­
ation has been asking for estimates for 
survey work and using these estimates as 
firm bids for the service required. I draw 
your attention to the fact that our Code 
of Ethics prohibits any of our members 
engaging in competitive bidding for 
survey work. We recognize our responsi­
bility in that we must give estimates of 
the anticipated cost of such work and any 
client is certainly entitled to ask for such 
an estimate. In fact, Council encourages 
our members to give such estimates so 
that matters can be arranged in a busi- 
ness-like manner.

“ I also point out that such estimates 
are general only and would vary amongst 
our members depending on the indivi­
dual’s knowledge of the circumstances. It 
has always been a policy of our Associ­
ation that, when members who have 
given estimates find that the work will 
cost more, they should immediately 
make their client aware of this possibi­
lity. Due to the nature of our work it is 
impossible to anticipate all matters 
which could arise and which may in­
crease the cost or reduce it from the 
original estimate given.

“ Further to this we have found in the 
past that where surveyors have attempted 
to give exact cost figures they found that 
in certain circumstances the cost would 
be more than first anticipated and in 
many instances the work suffered as a 
consequence. In the long run the client is 
the one who is adversely affected.

“ I trust this explains our point of view 
and if there are any questions please do 
not hesitate to contact me.”

Donald R. Irvine, then Acting Mini­
ster of Housing, replied on August 30, 
thus:

“On behalf of the Honourable Sidney 
B. Handleman, I wish to acknowledge 
and thank you for your letter of July 18th 
concerning the practice followed by 
Ontario Housing Corporation in seeking 
estimates for land survey work.

“ I certainly appreciate the comments 
you have raised. However, I believe your 
concern stems from a misunderstanding 
of the practice followed by OHC. As you 
will appreciate, OHC must have some 
indication of the cost of the work before 
it can commission the surveyor. In seek­
ing estimates, it is customary to ap­
proach no more than three surveyors in 
the general area. This is not aimed at 
securing firm bids as we recognize that it 
is usually not possible to accurately 
estimate costs on the basis of a general 
assessment.

“ I am informed that there has been 
and continues to be a good working 
relationship between OHC and members

of your Association. As it has not been a 
practice to consider estimates as firm 
bids, perhaps your concern may be re­
lated to the fact that, in a few instances, 
surveyors have not offered explanations 
of billings substantially in excess of the 
initial estimate. In such cases, it is neces­
sary to question the billing and seek 
additional information.

“ I am hopeful this will clarify the situ­
ation. If you have any specific questions 
about the matter, you might bring them 
to the attention of Mr. J. B. S. Rose, 
General Manager of the Corporation.”

N ew  Bulletin 
on Regulation 780, 
The Registry A ct
R. Blomsma, Senior Legal Officer, Min­
istry of Consumer and Commercial 
Relations, Property Rights Division, has 
issued Bulletin No. 74044 under date of 
October 25,1974, reading:
“Section 5 (1) (g) of Regulation 780 under 
The Registry Act provides, in part, that a 
description of land in an instrument 
tendered for registration shall include

(ii) the name of the municipality 
and of the county, district or 
regional municipality in which 
the land was included at the 
time of execution of the instru­
ment; and

(iii) where the land was described 
in the last previously registered 
deed or conveyance as being 
included in a municipality 
other than the municipality re­
ferred to in subclause ii, the 
name of the other municipality.

“Please note that where a municipal 
name has changed and an instrument 
referring to the previous as well as the 
present name has been registered, no 
re fe re n c e  to  th e  p re v io u s  n am e is 
required in subsequent instruments 
affecting the same land. Where an in­
strument tendered for registration does 
not refer to the previous as well as the 
present name, it may be assumed that an 
instrument complying with this require­
ment has already been registered.”

A SSO C IA TIO N ’S BUDGET

The 
Business Side
Continued from page 1

Administration Zone costs are increased 
significantly due to increased salaries, 
mailing and postage costs, legal fees, and 
the proposed increased activity relevant 
to professional standards and disposition 
of complaints. The matter of standards, 
of complaints and of discipline, is a very 
costly business — costly in time, work, 
money and public relations, among other 
things. The investigations, expenses of 
witnesses, expenses of Council, legal 
fees, secretarial work — they all amount 
to a good deal of money; and the 
frustrating part of this particular 
business is that it is unnecessary — 
a b s o lu te ly  u n n e c e s s a ry  — yet o u r 
responsibility to the public requires that 
we be prepared to spend what it costs to 
ensure our public is well served.

We have heard with increasing 
frequency, calls for the establishment of 
an office of Association Inspector to help 
ensure the public interest is served, and 
the cost of operating this office, which is 
not included in our current budget, 
would be between $30,000 and $40,000.

Our present financing is from annual 
membership dues, each member paying 
the same am ount Miscellaneous income 
is insignificant, so alternate sources of 
revenue are under consideration, of 
which one is the levy of an annual fee to 
the holders of a C ertificate  of 
Authorization, together with the require­
ment that every member of the 
Association who practices surveying as 
between himself and the public must 
have a Certificate of Authorization. This, 
or some such proposal, would finance the 
operation of an Inspector when he is 
appointed.

We must remember that we are a 
business and, although non-profit in 
nature, we still require operating capital.

In conclusion, it is submitted that the 
proposed budget will provide funds 
adequate to meet expenses which are 
considered reasonable to provide those 
services which are required of us by both 
the membership and the public. I hope 
this small article will be of help in ex­
plaining why an increase in dues is 
necessary.

If you wish any further information, 
please get in touch with me by letter or 
telephone.

Closing Date: Pre-Annual M eeting Issue
The January - issue of T he  O n t a r io  L a n d  S u r v e y o r  is going to 
press earlier than usual to ensure distribution of copies before mem­
bers head for Sudbury and the 83rd Annual Meeting, February 3, 4 and 5, 
1975. Advertisers and Contributors are requested to have material for the issue 
at the Editorial and Advertising office, Box 61, 3106 Toronto-Dominion 
Centre, Toronto M5K 1G5 by December 20, 1974.


